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computer 112 is exposed for use while portable computer
112 is docked. In various embodiments, at least one media
drive of the portable computer is exposed for use while
portable computer 112 is docked. In the example shown
ports 124 of portable computer 112 is exposed for use while
the portable computer is docked. In various embodiments,
one or more ports of portable computer 112 are exposed for
use while the portable computer is docked.

[0017] Although the foregoing embodiments have been
described in some detail for purposes of clarity of under-
standing, the invention is not limited to the details provided.
There are many alternative ways of implementing the inven-
tion. The disclosed embodiments are illustrative and not
restrictive.

What is claimed is:
1. A docking station comprising:
a display; and
a housing configured to hold the display in a manner that
exposes a viewing surface of the display to view, the
housing defining a docking area configured to receive
a portable computer;

wherein the docking area is at least partly obscured by the
display when viewed from the viewing surface side of
the display at an angle substantially orthogonal to the
viewing surface.

2. A docking station as recited in claim 1, the display is
configured to display an image rendered by a portable
computer at least when the portable computer is docked in
the housing.

3. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking area is substantially larger in a first dimension and
a second dimension than in a third dimension, and the first
and second dimensions define a plane that is substantially
parallel to the viewing surface, and the third dimension is
substantially orthogonal to the viewing surface.

4. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking area is configured such that when the portable
computer is docked in the housing, a first plane parallel to
the viewing surface is substantially parallel to a second
plane parallel to at least one largest face of an imaginary
rectangular polyhedron of the least possible volume that can
contain the docked portable computer.

5. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking area is configured such that a plane parallel to at
least one largest face of an imaginary rectangular polyhe-
dron of the least possible volume that can contain the
portable computer docked in the housing is more parallel
than normal to the direction of gravity.

6. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein docking
station is mountable on a vertical surface.

7. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking area receives the portable computer when slid into
the housing.

8. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking area comprises a cavity defined by the housing and
located behind the display when viewed from the angle
substantially orthogonal to the viewing surface.

9. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein when
the portable computer is docked in the housing, the portable
computer is at least partially obscured by the docking
station.

10. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein at
least a portion of the docking area includes a heat conductive
material.
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11. A docking station as recited in claim 10, wherein the
heat conductive material dissipates heat generated by the
portable computer.

12. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein heat
generated by the docking station or the portable computer
docked in the docking station is dissipated using one or is
more of the following included in the housing: a vent, a fan,
a heat sink, and a liquid cooling device.

13. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
housing holds one or more of the following: a camera, a
speaker, a microphone, a storage device, a memory card
reader, a telephonic handset, a battery charger, and a remote
control signal receiver.

14. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein a
coupling interface allows communication of data between
the docking station and the portable computer when docked
in the housing.

15. A docking station as recited in claim 14, wherein the
communication of data between the docking station and the
portable computer includes one or more of the following
communication of the image rendered by the portable com-
puter to the display, communication of docking configura-
tion setting data, and communication of data associated with
one or more devices integrated with or attached to the
docking station.

16. A docking station as recited in claim 14, wherein the
communication of data between the docking station and the
portable computer includes communication of docking noti-
fication data that at least in part causes the docked portable
computer to perform one or more of the following: power
on, exit from a standby/hibernation mode, use the display of
the docking station rather than an integrated display of the
portable computer; and switch a power management profile.

17. A docking station as recited in claim 14, wherein the
coupling interface physically secures the portable computer
to the docking station.

18. A docking station as recited in claim 14, wherein the
coupling interface provides power to the docked portable
computer.

19. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein at
least a portion of data communicated between the portable
computer and the docking station, including any integrated
or attached device of the docking station, is communicated
using radio communication.

20. A docking station as recited in claim 19, wherein the
radio communication is associated with one or more of the
following: a short-range wireless data communication stan-
dard, BLUETOOTH, a wireless networking standard, IEEE
802.11 standard, and a proprietary wireless communication
specification.

21. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein a radio
communication component of the portable computer uses an
antenna integrated or attached on the docking station when
the portable computer is docked in the housing.

22. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein the
docking station includes one or more ports that enable a
device attached to one or more of the ports to communicate
with the portable computer when the portable computer is
docked in the housing.

23. A docking station as recited in claim 1, wherein power
is provided to the docking station by a battery either
included in the docking station or included in the portable
computer when docked in the housing.



